On Tuesday, March 20, 2001, the Clallam County Board of Health ruled  against the citizens on all accounts in their appeal of the Rayonier Mt Pleasant Landfill Closure Permit & SEPA Exemption. Support for Rayonier and the County staff, both of whom for 22 years allowed the Mt Pleasant landfall and surrounding  neighborhoods and nature to be contaminated by industrial pollution, is an affront against the landfill residents who have leukemia, cancers, respiratory diseases, can not enjoy their properties, and who have lost their property investments.  The BOH did not even demonstrate backbone to rule that Rayonier should post a bond or any other type of financial assurance should there be an accident.  

The Board of Health, by  ruling for the permittee, Rayonier, also supported allowing Rayonier to truck up more toxic waste to sit on the landfill.  The landfill abuts the backyards of the Mt Pleasant  resident, and towers above the homes of 4 Seasons Park residences on a sliding slope and above Morse Creek with ESA listed species. The toxic waste will sit there for the natural elements to move them about and off site, until such time as Rayonier begins to cap the dump with these materials. In sum, the Board of "Health" supported the decision of the County "Health Officer," Tom Locke, M.D.. 

This is the same Tom Locke who fought  the local groups Clean Air Now and Clean Air Hotline claims that the mill was contaminated and contaminating public health and properties.  Because of off site pollution levels, the mill, Strait and neighborhood was ranked for Superfund by EPA.  It is to be cleaned up under State Dangerous Waste regulations.  

Region 10 EPA had, in a timely manner, before the close of the record, tried to reach the CCBOH.  This call was taken by a staff person who gave false information to EPA. The County staff took a second call and answered for the County instead of sending the call to the BOH. The County did not deal with this; instead they claimed that EPA did not contact them before the record was closed to try to keep it open and let the Ombudsman work with the parties towards a resolution of the conflicting information.  That claim is false.

It was interesting that although the record was closed, counsel for one of the opposing parties (the Board of Health), jumped up and began to counsel the BOH members on matters they should not consider.  This was out order but was allowed to continue.  The BOH had its own counsel; only she should have counseled them.

For those of you that care about saving farm land, recall that the toxic leachate from this toxic dump is mixed with Pt Angeles City sewage and the "solids" (as opposed to the liquid which is dumped into the Strait) are now being stock piled and spread on farm land.  This poison can reenter groundwater, streams and eventually the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

Last summer, the county asked the WA State Dept of Health to review the landfill permit.  DOH said "no health problems."  When the Olympic Environemtnal Council sent  WA State DOH additional information, DOH rewrote their decision, finding documented contaminants of concern in the leachate and "recommending" that Rayonier now have to test leachate and ground water for contaminants of concern.  The City of Pt Angeles should have known about these contaminants in the leachate they were accepting but did not speak up, as did not other governments; instead letting Rayonier's leachate continue to flow to the City Treatment Plant, the Strait of Juan de Fuca and on to farm land without check.

If you care about these matters, we encourage you write letters to the editor at the Peninsula Daily News and contact your elected "leaders."

The Clallam County Board of Health decision is a travesty and counterproductive to protecting the health of the public and our natural resources.
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