Clallam County Board of Health

Clallam County Courthouse

4th & Lincoln Streets

Pt Angeles WA  98362

To the Clallam County Board of Health:

Incorrect information was improperly given by a defendant in the Rayonier Mt Pleasant Landfill Closure Permit/SEPA Exemption appeal case to a federal agency retaining oversight of the management of the landfill.  This defendant was Bob Martin, Director of the Department of Community Development which includes the Environmental Health Dept. 

 On Thursday afternoon, March 2, 2001, Mr. Martin took a telephone call from Chuck Findley, EPA Region X Administrator, who sought to keep the record open for at least 30 days to allow the USEPA Ombudsman work with parties involved in this case to clarify technical differences.  (See enclosed email correspondence with Chuck Findley.)  Mr. Martin told Mr. Findley that the record had been closed for sometime and the documents were being reviewed. 
Another call was made by EPA to the County the next day on March 3.  Mr. Martin again took the call and this time asserted his own conclusion that he saw no reason to recommend to the BOH the record be kept open.

Mr. Martin's actions are contrary to the expression of the BOH at the February 27 public hearing that they wished to resolve disputed points with experts before taking action on the appeal.

The defendant's assertion interfered with the processing of this appeal and directly challenged the authority of the decisionmaker, namely the Board of Health, the rightful party to deal with the issue of keeping the record open. 

Chris Melly, legal counsel to the Calm County Board of Commissioners, expressed his concerned at the public hearing about maintaining the integrity of the judicial process.   In taking charge of the decisionmaking for the BOH, Mr. Martin has subverted the integrity of that judicial process.

WE ASK THAT THE BOARD OF HEALTH IMMEDIATELY MEET, TO CONSIDER:

1. THE POSSIBILITY THAT A MISTRIAL HAS OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF MR. MARTIN'SACTIONS,

2. TO CONSIDER WHETHER GRANTING OF THE TIME EXTENSION IS AN ADEQUATE REMEDY FOR THE IMPROPERLY ISSUED INFORMATION,

3. TO DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT THE EPA'S OFFER TO ACT AS MEDIATOR TO OBTAIN RESOLUTION OF THE TECHNICAL ISSUES IN THIS CASE.

cc:  
Deb Kelly


Chris Melly


Steve Oliver


Chuck Findley, Administrator EPA Region X

RJ Martin, Ombudsman, USEPA


Clallam County League of Women Voters

Attachment

Envelope-to: darlenes@olympus.net

Date: Thu, 01 Mar 2001 16:48:17 -0800

From: Findley.Chuck@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: Re: Response to RJM,

To: Darlene Schanfald <darlenes@olympus.net>

Cc: Pirzadeh.Michelle@epamail.epa.gov

MIME-version: 1.0

X-MIMETrack: Serialize by Router on EPAHUB11/USEPA/US(Release 5.0.6a |January

 17, 2001) at 03/01/2001 07:48:15 PM

darlene: a slight change in plans. I called the county and they don't feel

they have any ability to legally open the record. The public comment

period has been closed for some time and the materials are being reviewed in the appeal process. I am going to send a letter to our bob martin

tomorrow and suggest he speak with the county on this matter. I have asked

Michelle Prizada to fax a copy of our letter back to bob.

…..
>>darlene, we are sending a letter (by fax) this pm to the county asking

for

>>an extension. we will also call them today to let them know of our

>request.

>>nothing like last minute timing!

