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In September seven BRC members (Juelie, Jeff, Kris Lenke, Dave Peterson, 
Jeanne Koester, Judith & I) went on what we all agreed was the best vacation of 
our lives. The Red Rock Ride is 6 days of riding in some of the most incredible 
landscapes you will ever see. Over 130 miles in total, we rode in Zion & Bryce 
Canyon N.P.’s, Dixie N.F., Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument, & 
Grand Canyon. We all can’t wait to go back in a couple of years. A slide-show 
of the trip will be presented at the January meeting, and we hope you will at-
tend! It will be held at the Chimacum Grange Hall, Friday the 15th at 7 p.m. 
(Please note this is not the usual meeting night and location.) The presentation 
is open to the public, so feel free to invite anyone you think might be interested 
in hearing about this wonderful adventure! You can contact me with any ques-
tions at (360)732-5042 or by email at bobhoyle@usa.net.  
 
Bob Hoyle, President, Buckhorn Range Chapter-BCHW 
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ADVERTISING 
The Buckhorn Range Chapter is accepting business advertising in this newsletter.  Cost is 

$40 for a business card size ad for one year.  Backcountry Horsemen members can also ad-
vertise (preferably horsey) sale items or want items for free. Non-members pay $5 per ad.  

Contact the editor for info. 

�
�����	���
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Submitted by Bob Hoyle 
 

 
 
The November Chapter ride was the annual & ever-popular “Donut 
Ride”. We met at Gerry & Kayla Magnuson’s and rode out by 10:30 
on a cold but dry day. There were 9 of us that rode on Chimacum 
Ridge (between Center Rd. & Beaver Valley). Judith & I had our new 
“boys”, the halflingers we brought back from Utah. Jean Grondahl 
was riding her young appaloosa, and Rhonda had her new mare, as 
well, so there were plenty of opportunities for rodeos, but none oc-
curred. We were out for about 2 hours, and when we got back to 
Gerry’s there was coffee and donuts, and good company. 

 
Our next ride is scheduled for 
January 16th, but we don’t 
have a location chosen, and I 
won’t be there because of an-
other volunteer agreement I 
have in January and February, 
so if anyone wants to be Trail 
Boss for this one, let me 
know! 
 

 
Kris & Dave on Andy & Shadow 

Judith, Tonya & Rhonda 
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National Welfare Code of Practice Endorsed 
A national Welfare Code of Practice has been endorsed by the American Association of Equine Practitioners, the Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Association, the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association, the National Thoroughbred Racing Associa-
tion, the U.S. Equestrian Federation and the U.S. Trotting Association. The Welfare Code of Practice, drafted by the 
American Horse Council, outlines in generic terms what it means for an organization to be committed to the responsible 
breeding, training, care, use, enjoyment, transport and retirement of horses.  
“We hope that as many organizations as possible will endorse it to show that the industry as a whole is committed to the 
welfare and safety of the horse,” said AHC President Jay Hickey. “We know that the safety and welfare of our horses is 
very important to us. We hope that this code will be another indication to others that the horse community takes its re-
sponsibilities to our horses very seriously.”  
Many associations have undertaken studies, reviews, and initiatives that indicate their commitment to the welfare of 
their horses. Representatives from numerous national organizations provided an update on their welfare activities at the 
AHC’s National Issues Forum last summer. That forum is available for on-demand viewing on www.horsetv.com. It is 
important to share these efforts with the horse community so everyone can educate themselves on the best welfare prac-
tices throughout the sport. This generic code is simply a continuation of that effort.  
The AHC’s Welfare Code of Practice is not intended to replace or pre-empt those activities or any rules and regulations 
specific to a segment of the industry. Rather it is hoped that the endorsement of a broad, more generic Welfare Code of 
Practice by as many organizations as possible will be another indication to the public, the media, federal and state offi-
cials and the horse community that the horse industry “Puts the Horse First.”  
“We fully support the AHC Welfare Code of Practice and encourage everyone associated with the horse to abide by its 
principles,” said Alex Waldrop, President and CEO of the National Thoroughbred Racing Association. “It is important 
that the horse industry as a whole, regardless of breed or discipline, affirms its individual and collective commitment to 
horse welfare and safety. It is equally important that the industry communicate with one voice on this important issue 
and the AHC is the right vehicle for doing so.”  
“This Code of Practice stands to unite the equestrian community in it’s commitment to protect, honor, and ensure the 
safety and well-being of the horse which is the core of our sport,” noted John Long, CEO, United States Equestrian Fed-
eration, the National Governing Body of Equestrian Sport.  
The AHC Welfare Code of Practice will also provide a guide for equine organizations that are formalizing a welfare phi-
losophy and policy for their respective organizations. “The American Horse Council Welfare Code of Practice provides 
a standard for the horse industry and equine organizations to evaluate their individual welfare policies and initiatives. It 
clearly states the principles necessary to achieve a level of stewardship for the horse that always puts the welfare of the 
horse first,” said Dr. Jerry Black, past-President of the AAEP and Chair of the AHC’s Animal Welfare Committee.  
“I would strongly encourage all equine-related organizations to join us in signing the code of practice demonstrating 
their commitment to continuously ensuring the safety and welfare of our horses,” said Don Treadway, Executive Vice 
President, American Quarter Horse Association. “By agreeing to a code of practice, we send a clear message to the pub-
lic that we are committed to ensuring our horses are treated with compassion, dignity and respect.”  
“We hope that as the Code is reviewed more organizations will endorse it. Our goal is to have as many associations as 
possible sign on,” said Hickey. 
The AHC Welfare Code of Practice follows.  
 

Welfare Code of Practice American Horse Council 
Introduction 
American society has grown away from its agrarian roots of only a few generations ago. The horse, which was once a 
staple of American agriculture and general transportation, is now used primarily for breeding, competition, sport, recrea-
tion and entertainment, although there are still many horses used for work on farms and ranches, and in urban areas and 
exhibitions. 
The horse industry is committed to the safety, health, care and welfare of all horses and to always “Put the Horse First.”  
We address equine welfare and responsible care (1) by supporting a uniform Code of Practice regarding the responsible 
breeding, training, competing, care, use, enjoyment, health, transportation, and retirement of horses; and (2) by initiating 
communication with the public, the media, federal and state officials and within the horse community regarding these 
issues.  
Our Commitment to all Horses and the Horse Industry  
The organizations listed above are committed to the principle that the welfare and safety of the horse is the guiding prin-
ciple in the decision-making process for all owners, service providers, organizations, events and activities. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

WE ARE COMMITTED to the dignity, humane care, health, safety and welfare of horses in all our activities and care. These 
are our highest priorities. We are the stewards of our horses and must be firm in the standards and practices that guide us. Our 
first principle is:  
The welfare, safety and stewardship of the horse is the guiding principle in the decision-making process for all segments for 
the horse industry. 
WE ARE COMMITTED to promoting responsible breeding practices and to produce better horses, not just more horses.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to responsible training techniques. All training should be done with the maturation and ability of the 
horse considered. Horses should be prepared for competition with proper training and conditioning methods. Excessive disci-
plining methods, whether in stables, training areas, or during competition, will not be tolerated.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to educating owners, trainers, veterinarians, competitors, exhibitors and recreational riders to ensure 
that they know and respect their horse’s abilities and limits, and their own, so as to not push the horse or themselves beyond 
their ability level.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to making all competitions fair and ensuring all competitors an equal opportunity to succeed. Perform-
ance-enhancing drugs, practices or equipment have no place in competitions or exhibitions. Effective drug testing by accred-
ited laboratories is essential to the safety and welfare of our horses and the public support of competitions, with appropriate 
penalties levied for violations. The welfare of the horse must take precedence over the demands or expectations of owners, 
breeders, trainers, sellers, buyers, organizers, sponsors, officials, or spectators.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to the welfare of the horse as paramount during competition. The horse industry should invest in the 
infrastructure, environment and facilities to provide a safe environment for all horses in all activities, whether breeding, com-
peting, or simply riding. Any facilities that house horses should be committed to the appropriate care and treatment of all 
horses while in their facility, and should be designed with the environment and the intended use of the horse in mind.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to minimizing injuries to horses during training, competition, use, or work. Whenever possible injury 
data should be collected, documented and reported to the governing body of the competition or any other injury database for 
analysis in order to ensure a safer environment. 
WE ARE COMMITTED to the continual review, evaluation and improvement of all rules, regulations, policies and practices in 
all equine activities, based on science (where indicated). When warranted, they should be refined or changed. This includes 
existing practices to ensure they are not being perceived as acceptable, particularly if new research has called them into ques-
tion.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to providing continuing education on all activities involving horses and eliminate inhumane practices 
as well as strengthening sanctions for non-compliance.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to educating all people who own or work with horses to ensure they are knowledgeable in the proper 
husbandry, care, and handling of horses. Each horse should be observed frequently to ensure that they are healthy. In consulta-
tion with a veterinarian, all such individuals should develop a sound health care program, appropriate to the facilities, environ-
ment and needs of the horses.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to providing an environment in which anyone aware of equine cruelty or neglect is willing to report it 
to the proper local, state or federal authorities. Should an incident occur at an event it should be reported to judges, stewards, 
responsible authorities or the sanctioning organization.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to improving the health and welfare of horses through scientific research, collaboration, advocacy and 
the development of appropriate rules. The industry should continue to support and work with the many individuals, universi-
ties, veterinarians and foundations doing and funding equine health and welfare research in order to reduce injuries and im-
prove health.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to horse owners and caretakers ensuring horses in their care are current on vaccinations and following 
best practices to minimize infection and disease. When a disease outbreak occurs horse owners and events must act quickly 
and responsibly, monitor the horses, report the outbreak to, and cooperate with, veterinarians, authorities, facility management 
and all stakeholders to bring a rapid resolution to the outbreak.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to ensuring that our horses will have an opportunity to transition to additional careers, uses or activi-
ties as the need arises. When necessary, owners and veterinarians may have to consider end-of-life decisions. The welfare, 
safety and dignity of the horse must continue to be the guiding principle in deciding how and when to provide a humane death.  
WE ARE COMMITTED to being transparent about our activities in order to ensure the public, the media, federal, state and lo-
cal officials and the various segments of the horse community understand what we do, why we do it, and support it. 
As the national association representing all segments of the horse industry in Washington, D.C., the American Horse Council works 
daily to represent equine interests and opportunities. Celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, the AHC promotes and protects the 
industry by communicating with Congress, federal agencies, the media and the industry on behalf of all horse related interests each 
and every day.  
 

The AHC is member supported by individuals and organizations representing virtually every facet of the horse world from owners, 
breeders, veterinarians, farriers, breed registries and horsemen's associations to horse shows, race tracks, rodeos, commercial sup-
pliers and state horse councils. 

American Horse Council - 1616 H Street NW 7th Floor - Washington, DC 20006 
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To join BCHW or renew your existing membership for 2010, complete 
this application, sign the liability release (all members over 18), and 
enclose payment: 

· Buckhorn Range Chapter: Make checks out to “Buckhorn 
Range Chapter”.  Give to Judith Hoyle or mail 
to P.O. Box 845, Chimacum WA  98325 

 

�
 New Member  Renewal – Membership number(s):  

Adult’s name(s):  

Children’s name(s):  
Address:  
City:  ST:  Zip:  
Phone number:  E-mail:  
Legislative district (if known):  County:  
 

� �
Basic Membership   Chapter Name (or Independent): 

 Single $36.00   
 Family $49.00   Buckhorn Range 

  Optional Membership (includes family or 
single from above)   

Chapter Dues  
(determined by chapter) $   8.00 

 Contributing $65.00   Additional Chapter Donation $ 
 Sustaining $100.00     
 Patron $250.00   Ex: State $36 (Single) + Chapter $8 = $44 
 Benefactor $500.00   Ex: State $49 (Family) + Chapter $8 = $57 

Additional State Donation $    Subtotal B $ 
 Subtotal A $   Grand Total (A+B) $ 
  

�

ALL ADULT members MUST sign! 

Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident where ever horse use is involved, which can cause 
Injuries to horses, riders and spectators and also recognizing the fact that Backcountry Horsemen of Washington, 
Inc., including Chapters, officers, directors, or members cannot always know the condition of trails or the 
experience levels of riders or horses taking part in trail rides or other BCHW events, I do hereby release and hold 
harmless the above named from any claim or right for damages which might occur to me, my minor children, or 
horses. 

Signature:  Date:  

Signature:  Date:  

Signature:  Date:  

 

The information on this membership application will be shared with BCH of America and, if so designated by the 
applicant, the appropriate local chapter of BCHW.  Otherwise, the information will not be divulged to any other person or 
organization without the express permission of the applicant. 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) has applied to the Internal Revenue Service for “public charity” status 
as defined in Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).  Accordingly, membership dues paid to BCHWS may be treated 
as deductions characterized as “charitable contributions” when computing federal and state income tax obligations. 

 

  



January 15, Friday, Chapter meeting, Location: Chimacum Grange Hall,.  Meeting time 7:00 PM.  Program::  “Red Rock Ride - 6 
Days of Adventure” slideshow. 
 
January 16th, Saturday, Chapter Ride:  TBA 
 
Check the website in the coming weeks for information on upcoming  events, at  
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